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Eye Safety

HydroTac keeps
a clear eye on safety

S

afety glasses have long been an essential element of safety
on the job but they can be a real problem for workers with
less than perfect eyesight who need their glasses to read
text or details of plans.
Studies have shown that many workers replace their safety glasses
with their eye glasses when examining plans, leaving them vulnerable at
that point to eye injury.
Now an innovative new product from OPTX Australasia has been
released that offers a practical and very clever solution.
HydroTac lenses are reusable stick-on magnifying lenses that adhere to the
inside of existing safety glasses with water. Being inside the safety glasses they
don't get dirty or scratched. They're easy to install and move, come in a range of
magnifications and can be trimmed for custom applications without altering their
magnification.

Interesting facts about eyes…
Although your eyes stop
growing during early teenage
years, the lenses in your eyes
continue to grow and keep
producing more cells each year.
Over time, continued growth
causes the lens to harden, lose
elasticity and some focusing ability.
The result is known as Presbyopia,
a naturally occurring eye condition
that causes many people after the age
of 40 to suffer from blurred vision
and headaches when straining to read
small print.
Presbyopia is a condition usually
noticed between the ages of 40-50,

though in fact the ability to focus
declines throughout life, from an
accommodation of about 20 dioptres
(ability to focus at 50 mm away) in a
young person to 10 dioptres at 25 and
leveling off at 0.5 to 1 dioptres at age
60 (ability to focus down to 1-2 metres
only).
For those with good distance vision,
it may start with difficulty reading fine
print, particularly if the lighting is poor,
or with eyestrain when reading for long
periods.
Many advanced presbyopes complain
that their arms have become "too
short" to hold reading material at a
comfortable distance.

Presbyopia, like other focus defects,
becomes less noticeable in bright
sunlight due to the iris closing to a
pinhole, so that depth of focus,
regardless of actual ability to focus, is
greatly enhanced, as in a pinhole
camera which produces images
without any lens at all.
A delayed onset of seeking
correction for Presbyopia has been
found among those with certain
professions such as farmers and
housewives whereas service workers
using computers and doing lots of
reading and construction workers
seek eyesight correction earlier.

Power pole audit reveals problems
A 2008 EnergySafety audit has found serious
deficiencies in Western Power's management of its
620,000 wooden poles.
The audit review report has been released by the
Director of Energy Safety, Ken Bowron.
“The 2008 audit was conducted to assess corrective
actions taken by Western Power since 2006 when an
interim report was released following a spate of fires
related to Western Power infrastructure” Mr Bowron said.
“Some improvements had been made.
“Unassisted pole failures had dropped from 350 in
1999-2000 to 134 in 2007-2008, but this latest number
remained far too high and compared poorly with
Australian best practice.
“Encouraging improvements had been made in pole
structural design standards and extending service life by
installing steel reinforcing stakes, but the audit identified a
need for further improvement in these areas.”

The 2008 audit revealed gaps in design, procurement and
pole replacement management.
“There were serious deficiencies in pole inspection
practices and the ability to compare pole strength with actual
loads. Furthermore, many poles were far too old and no
longer had the strength, particularly in rural areas. Old,
high-risk, unsupported jarrah poles in rural areas need to be
identified and replaced urgently.
“And thirdly, Western Power should be replacing some
15,000 poles a year.
“It was not clear how many replacements were actually
occurring at the time of the audit because reliable data were
not available, but the figure has been as low as 2000 to 3000
per year.”
Mr Bowron said EnergySafety would take immediate
enforcement action requiring Western Power to remedy the
three critical safety issues, which would include regular
reviews of actual progress made with each issue.
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